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The city Education Department has granted 530 school staffers medical and 
religious exemptions to the COVID-19 vaccine mandate that takes effect 
Monday, DOE officials said. 

Applications for the exemptions were due earlier this week and were reviewed 
by staffers in the DOE’s central offices. Officials said they’re still reviewing 
some applications and more exemptions could be granted. 

The agency didn’t specify how many of the granted exemptions were for 

medical reasons and how many were for religious reasons — or how many 

applied. 

United Federation of Teachers president Michael Mulgrew said Friday about 

3,000 of his members asked to opt out, while Mark Cannizzaro, the head of 

the union representing administrators, said about 150 of his members 

applied. 



 

Accommodations were also available to educators who got vaccinated but 
couldn’t generate enough antibodies to protect themselves from the virus. 
DOE officials didn’t immediately specify if those staffers were included in the 
530 figure. 

An independent arbitrator who mediated a dispute between the city teachers 
union and the DOE over the fine print of the mandate outlined the conditions 
under which the exemptions should be approved for United Federation of 
Teachers members. 

Full medical exemptions should only be granted when someone has a 

“documented contraindication” to the vaccines like an allergy, the arbitrator 

said. The DOE could also extend temporary medical exemptions. 

Religious exemptions required written statements from clergy and were 

supposed to be denied if any leaders of the religion have spoken publicly in 

favor of the vaccine or if the “objection is personal, political, or philosophical 

in nature,” according to the arbitrator. 
 

Mayor de Blasio said Friday that Christian Scientists could qualify for an 

exemption because the religion “has been known for decades and decades to 

oppose vaccination.” He added that someone would need to prove they were a 

member of the religion before the pandemic. 

Teachers who receive accommodations must be assigned to work outside of 

school buildings, according to the arbitrator’s ruling. 

The numbers come as the unions representing teachers and school 

administrators push to delay the implementation of the vaccine mandate, 

citing the fact that only 80% of DOE staffers are in compliance. 
 


